EDUCATION (IRELAND). 



Tlie ANNUAL REPORT of the Commissioners of Education in Ireland , 
to His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the Year ending the 
25th day of March 1848. 



( Pursuant to Act of Parliament, 53 Geo. 3, c. 107 .) 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE WILLIAM FREDERICK, 
EARL OF CLARENDON, LORD LIEUTENANT-GENERAL AND 
GENERAL-GOVERNOR OF IRELAND, &c. &c. &c. 



WE ‘‘the Commissioners of Education in Ireland,” constituted and 

of hi. w ? b ; °n Parhament made iQ the 53d year of the reign 

of his late Majesty King George the Third, do, in obedience thereunto 

tSnnrd Iy fo U th 111 *“ J' ou ^. Exc f enc 3’ a G ™eral Report of the Proceedings of 
the Board, for the year ending the 25th day of March 1848. 

Since the date of our last Report to your Excellency, we have, from amongst 
pI C , a Srr eS h Wh ° P resented themselves from the different Schools to whFch 
Royal Scholarships are attached in the University, and who were mibliclv and 
strictly examined by Fellows appointed for that purpose by the Xd “ f 
Trinity College, made the following Elections, viz. : } 

On the Armagh Foundation — 

H. W. Robmson, to a Royal Scholarship of 20 l. per annum for five years. 
On the Dungannon Foundation — 

W. Ingram, to a Royal Scholarship of 50 1. per annum for five years 
R. Moore, to a Royal Scholarship of 20 1. per annum for five ylars. 

On the Enniskillen Foundation — 

F. G. Evelyn, to a Royal Scholarship of 501. per annum for five years. 

R. Rogers, to a Royal Scholarship of 30 l. per annum for five ymars. 

And on the Enniskillen School Foundation we have appointed John Ellis to 
an Exhibition of 20 1. per annum, vacant by the promotion of Robert Rogers. 

And we are enabled to state that the Royal Scholarships founded and naid 
by us, and which are conferred solely as the reward of successful competition 
Z^‘ rehglOU ? d ‘ stmctl<m whatsoever, have been productive of -reat 
„ood, and, in many instances, supplied the means to those who, from adverse 
c reumstances, would otherwise have been unable to take advantage of an 
fessicms. 11 ^ eduCatIon ’ and t0 become useful members of the learned pro- 
vinces 0 ™^ 11 ° f tbe Hoyal Schools ‘ ln which the course of instruction in 
classics and science is very general and extensive, as appears from the returns 

made to the queries forwarded by us to the respective masters preLnTno 
" Tar!at “ n from that which existed when we presented our last Report 
with the exception of Banagher Royal School, the master of which resigned his 
situation, and whose successor, just now appointed by your Excellency, "has not 
been as yet enabled to open the School. J ’ 

b. 3 ' t s? e t R i 0y!d , S ? h ° o1 of Cavan, where, as we stated in a former Report we 
had^adcpted certain suggestions made by visitors appointed by us to hold a 

visitation. 
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visitation, the master reports that he is of opinion that the School is decidedly 
improving. 

At Armagh, the extensive repairs to the roof of the School House, which 
were some time since undertaken, have been completed ; and this establish- 
ment, as well as the other Royal School Houses, have been kept in a substan- 
tial state of repair, by the expenditure of such sums as from time to time have 
been reported to us to be necessary for that purpose. 

The School established by us for the tenantry of the Armagh School Estate, 
continues to be very largely attended by children of both sexes. 

The failure of certain of the crops on which the poorer classes so much 
depended for food, has caused much of our attention and time to be given to 
the management of the estates which form the endowments of the Royal 
Schools ; and, in consequence of the increase of fever and of sickness, arising 
from scarcity of food, as well as other causes, we have thought it right for the 
present year to accede to the applications made to us for an additional grant 
to different local Dispensaries at which our tenants receive medicine and 
advice. 

We have also contributed to relief committees such sums as seemed to us to 
be suitable to the circumstances of the case. ;j 

On the Dungannon School Estate we have expended a considerable sum 
in purchasing small holdings of those who were about to emigrate, and have 
thereby been enabled to enlarge several of the small farms. 

The project for reducing Lough Neagh, on whose bank the Dungannon Estate 
is situated, to the average summer level, and to which we contributed 50/., 
having received the sanction of Government, a proportion of the sum so con- 
tributed has been returned to us. 

On the Enniskillen Estate, which had been very densely inhabited by a poor 
tenantry before it came under our control or management, we have expended 
a considerable sum in our endeavours to give as much assistance as possible by 
finding employment for the labouring class ; and it having been reported to us 
that an excellent clay for making draining-tiles is to be found on this estate, 
and that a tile factory, if established there, would be very advantageous, we 
have directed our agent to make particular inquiries as to the prudence of 
carrying out such a project, and the expenditure likely to be incurred. 

To the Raphoe School Estate, which is situated in one of the wildest, and 
heretofore most lawless portions of the County Donegal, since it came into our 
possession we have directed great attention ; and we have, with a view to 
reclaiming both the estate and the persons located thereon, under the super- 
intendence of our local agent, applied for then- benefit all the rents arising 
from the estate, by employing the tenants in squaring and draining their farms, 
making roads, and other valuable improvements of the estate generally. We 
have also built a substantial School House, which is now largely attended by 
the children of the tenantry; and the agent has reported to us, that but for 
the loss of food, which pressed so heavily on all during two successive seasons, 
he is of opinion that this estate would have, ere this, surmounted all its diffi- 
culties, and have exhibited an appearance widely different from that in which 
it had for very many years during the existence of the lease been allowed to 
continue. 



And we have the satisfaction to report to your Excellency, that, although 
great privation and distress existed on some of the estates under our control, 
the conduct of the people has not been marked by any disposition to outrage 
or disturbance of the peace. 



tl ; e J an , 0U o Scllools of Private Foundation and Endowment, those 
of Tullyvm, Lifford, Rathvilly, Kilworth, Bandon, Waterford, Clonmel, and 
ixmsale, are the most numerously attended. 

Midieton S c h°°l which for a considerable period had been the most flou- 
nshing in the South of Ireland, has been re-opened by a master lately appointed 
by the trustees ; and as he is reported to be a person of experience, and fully 

competent 
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competent to discharge the duties of his office, and we have, at a considerable 
outlay, very much improved the School House, there is reason to hope that 
this School will soon resume that position in public estimation which it for a 
long time maintained. 



In reference to Clonmel, we have to report that we have been and still are 
engaged, under the directions of Her Majesty’s Attorney-general, in carrying 
on certain legal proceedings. And we have further to inform your Excellency 
that we have, on the recommendation of our agent, applied to the Board of 
Works for an advance of a large sum of money, to be applied in drainage and 
improvement of the Clonmel School Estate. ° 



A statement having been forwarded to us that the School founded by Bishop 
Crowe, in the town of Cloyne, was, under the management of the trustees 
conducted in a manner different from that intended by its founder, and so as 
to deprive many of the children in that neighbourhood of the benefit of the 
establishment ; we caused a visitation to be held, and a report to be made 
to us. Having, however, been informed that since the visitation took place the 
School has been made much more efficient, and that a qualified assistant 
has been appointed, and that the School is now numerously attended, we have 
not thought it right as yet to found any further proceedings upon that visitation. 

In reporting on the Diocesan Schools, we have to state to your Excellency 
that a complaint of the mode in which the business of the Tuam Diocesan 
School was carried on having been formally made to us, we, pursuant to the 
powers vested in us, delegated visitors to examine and report on the charges 
brought under our notice ; but we are not as yet in a position to reDort the 
result to your Excellency. 



We regret to be obliged to state that, as we possess no funds for the support 
of Diocesan School Houses, the buildings have in many instances become 
dilapidated, and in others nearly ruinous. Some of the Diocesan Schools 
however, continue to be well attended, amongst which we may particularlv 
mention Londonderry, Perns, Limerick, Cork, and Elpbin. 

All which we respectfully submit to your Excellency as our Report. 



8, Clare Street, Dublin, 
1 April 1848. 



(signed) MAZIERE BRADY, C. ( L s ) 

Rd DUBLIN. (l! s") 

F. BLACK BURNE. ( L s ) 

EDWARD MEATH. (L .' s j 

FRANC SADLEIR, Provost. (l.s ) 
C. R. ELRINGTON. ( L s \ 

JAMES WILSON. (L ’ S \ 

ROBERT SHAW. 

W Cotter Kyle , ll.d. 

Secretary. 
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